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Whilst looking back over the last 60 years it quickly became
apparent that we couldn’t possibly pack every stand out moment
and celebration into this magazine. From humble beginnings, the
Vindis Group has grown into the business it is today, thanks to its hard
working staff and wonderful customers, some who have been with
us the whole time as you will find out later on.  
This year we became the first to offer a full online sales experience
for new, demonstrator and used cars, which was a hugely exciting
prospect for all of us at Vindis Group, and we look forward to the
launch of our brand new website for a more refined customer
experience.
It’s been a year full of challenges for us all, with COVID-19 forcing
us to change the way we operate, but we’re looking forward to a
positive 2021 with some exciting product on the way as our brands
pave the way for the future of electric mobility.
Stay safe, and we look forward to seeing you all soon.
Jamie Vindis
Managing Director,
Vindis Group
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From Czechoslovakia to
Cambridgeshire, via the French
Foreign Legion.
This is the story of Frank Vindis.
At Vindis Group we’re proud of our
heritage, and our story begins back
in June 1918 with the birth of Frantisek
(Frank) Vindis, in Přerov, Czechoslovakia.
Frank founded the first Vindis dealership
on Sawston High Street in 1960, but prior
to this our founder had a long military
history that we’re equally proud of. Let us
tell you Frank’s story.
After joining the Czech Air Force in 1936,
Frank attended the Military Flying School
at Prostejov and completed his training to
become a fighter pilot. In 1939, following
the movement of German troops into
Czechoslovakia, Frank was demobilised,
escaped to Poland, before taking a ship
to France and joining the French Foreign
Legion alongside his fellow Czech airmen.
With the declaration of war on Germany,
by Britain and France, Frank was transferred
to the French Air Force, and assigned to
Escadron Regionale de Chasse 572 at
Oran, Algeria.After further training, and a
stint retraining on French aircraft, he finally
joined 571 Escadrille on November 16th.
The following year Frank was posted to
Casablanca, Morocco and equipped with
a Dewoitine D.510 and Nieuport-Delage
NiD.622 French fighter aircraft. In June, following the entry of Italy into the war, he returned
to Mansouriah airbase in Algeria in anticipation of Italian attacks.
After the French surrender to German forces, the Czechoslovak airmen were released
from the French Air Force and on June 28th they undertook a four-day train journey
back to Casablanca in order to board the troopships Britannic, to reach Gibraltar, and
Neuralia which arrived in Liverpool on July 12th. It was then on to Cholmondeley, to the
Czechoslovak transit camp, and on to the RAF Czechoslovak Depot at Cosford. On July
26th he joined the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve and so began the start of Frank’s
military career in Britain.
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After an initial posting to 310 Squadron on
August 6th, he moved to 6 Operational
Training Unit at RAF Sutton Bridge in
Lincolnshire, in order to retrain for a third time,
this time on British Hurricane fighter aircraft.
Frank rejoined 310 Squadron at Duxford in
Cambridgeshire and flew his first sortie on
October 20th.
Returning from a patrol in the Maidstone
area, in Hurricane P8809, Frank was forced to
make an emergency landing due to failing oil
pressure in his aircraft. After repair, Frank took
off only to crash in poor visibility on approach to
Wattisham. On 4th February 1942, Frank caused
damage to a German Junkers Ju 88, and
shared in the destruction of another on 28th
April. Following all this action, Frank completed
his operational tour and was rested.

Commissioned on 15th June 1943, he rejoined
310 Squadron and again shared success with
Otto Smik in destroying a German Focke-Wulf
Fw190 in June 1944. At the end of his second
tour he was posted to 10 Flying Instructors’
School, at Woodley, for a course, shortly before
being transferred Colerne, as a ferry pilot.

He remained with 310 until March 31 1944 when, for health reasons, he was taken
off operational flying and was posted to a ground role at the Czechoslovak Wing at
Exeter. Following a further post to 313 Squadron for a third tour, Frank was awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross on 28th December 1944.
Frank and his family returned home to Czechoslovakia in August 1945 where he remained
with the Czechoslovak Air Force for a futher three years. In 1948, following the Communist
takeover and subsequent pressure from the Communist authorities, he escaped to the
American Zone in Germany and returned to Britain to rejoin the RAF as a Flying Officer
until the end of 1954. Moving into Air Traffic
Control for the latter part of his career he
finally retired as a Flight Lieutenant following
a long, very busy, but highly successful
military career.
The final chapter of Frank’s life was spent
settled in Cambridgeshire where his story
may become more familiar to you. The story
of our story begins right here as Frank set up
his own motor business in Sawston.
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Take a look back at some of these
original advertisements from over the
years. You can see the evolution of
our brand’s designs, but if you look
carefully you can still see key design
features echoed in today’s models.

6

7

A trip down memory lane with the
Vindis Group’s first ever customer.
We were lucky enough to hear from Mr Dimmock, who has fond memories
of his first car, purchased at our Sawston dealership all those years ago.
When a man by the name of Phil Dimmock
popped into our Huntingdon Volkwagen retailer,
clutching some paperwork and asking to speak
to Gary Vindis, Chairman of the Vindis Group,
our ears pricked up. Phil excitedly told us that he
thought he may be the Vindis Group’s first ever
customer. After a long conversation and a look
at the handover pack he was given when his
purchased the car, we think he may be right. We
didn’t want to miss out on hearing about Phil’s
story and early memories of the Vindis Group
so we invited him back to our Head Office for a
more in depth interview.

Compelled by Phil’s story we asked what he
thought when he first saw the car gleaming under
the lights in the humble Sawston showroom; “Oh
I loved it. I thought to myself, I think I might have
one of them.”

Phil, or Pip as he was known by Frank and his
friends, moved up from Edmonton, North London
to the sleepy town of Sawston, Cambridgeshire in
the 1960’s; as did many other Londoners because
“house prices were a lot cheaper back then.”

Phil’s memory of the vehicle is still as clear
as the day he picked it up. He continued to
recollect the registration as if he still owned the
car; “It was HER 47F. I remember it because it
was HER and not MINE!” Phil joked.

“I remember very well the first time I met Frank
Vindis. He used to
come out and serve
“I had a good idea
us petrol because
back in those days
about what it might
someone came
be. You see, I had
out and filled your
just read about this
car up for you. One
morning I went to
new car in a motor
fill up my own car
magazine. Well, he
at the time, which
gave in and let me
was a Hillman
have a peek at the
Super Minx, when I
noticed a car under
car”
a white sheet in
the showroom next
door.”

Phil remembers how the vehicle’s engine was
mounted in the rear and was air cooled with no
water to worry about. After our question as to
whether the NSU was fun to drive, he laughed and
continued; “Yeah, you had to put a bit of weight
in it sometimes at the front, as all the weight was at
the back but it was very fun to drive.”

Phil took us down memory lane as he
reminisced about the many road trips he had in
his beloved NSU. “Soon after I bought it, I had a
tow bar attached to the back and I bought a
little 12ft touring caravan. We set off as a family
to Wells-next-the-Sea and the following week we
toured the Lake District and Scotland. The NSU
was very reliable, we had no trouble at all with it.”
After keeping the car for around six or seven
years, Phil received a company car at his place
of work so his cherished NSU was then polished
and stored in his garage under a white sheet, just
as it was when Phil first purchased it.

After a while, Frank noticed Phil in the town
without the NSU and asked where it was. Within
a few days there was a knock on the door of the
Phil has a glint of excitement in his eye as he
Dimmock household. Frank had sent a customer
remembered; “Frank was very secretive about the round who was interested in buying a second
whole thing and said he wasn’t officially a dealer hand NSU as he didn’t have one available in his
until the following week but I had a good idea
Vindis showroom.
about what it might be. You see, I had just read
about this new car in a motor magazine. Well, he
Phil explains how he was undecided whether
gave in and let me have a peek at the car.”
to sell it or not as he was still quite attached
to the car. “After one look at it the chap from
And the car that started Frank’s motor business Cambridge University loved it.”
dream, hidden beneath the sheet waiting in all
its glory to be admired was a bright blue NSU.
Ultimately, Phil decided to part with the NSU
Now, if you’re not as clued up on classic cars as
while someone could still enjoy it. After paying
you would like to be, the NSU Motorwerke AG
£699 for the NSU, Phil sold the car for £350. “I
was a German manufacturer of automobiles,
believe the chap that bought it off me ran it in
motorcycles and pedal cycles. It was founded
this country for a few years and had it shipped
in 1873 and was acquired by the Volkswagen
over to Greece. I understand NSU’s were quite
Group in the 1960’s.
popular in Greece around that time.”
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Vindis Group. Following on from his beloved NSU,
Phil has owned three Audi’s over the years and
then picked up a ŠKODA Yeti from our Cambridge
retailer. He compares the two models; “I do a
lot of work for the local community, so I use the
vehicle for care rides.

Vindis Express Store
We’re proud to be the first Volkswagen motor dealer Group to offer a full online sales
experience for new, demonstrator and used cars.
Find out more, and take a look for yourself, at vindisgroup.com

It’s good because they find it easier to get in
and out of the car as it’s much higher.” He also
noted several of the ‘simply clever’ features
that are in his Yeti; “You can take the boot light
out and use it as a torch, that’s a useful item.
Also, there is an ice scraper in the petrol pump
and a shopping bag holder in the back!” He
described how impressed he was with it, but as
with everything new, he needed to get used to
driving a manual again as he had been driving an
automatic for so long.

We asked Phil whether he would go for another
NSU if they were still around now. He replied with;
“You’ve only got to look at it to see how stylish it was.
It was far ahead of its time. Look at some of the cars
now.” He goes on to say: “The biggest problem they
had with the Ro80 was the engine. It was two 500cc
engines coupled together and it was a rotary. The
tips kept burning out on the rotor.”
At present, surviving examples of the NSU are
very rare and are now considered highly prized
classic cars with values to match. This all appears
to be thanks to perseverance with rotary design
with the tip seal problem being all but eradicated.
From the way
Phil spoke very
“I’ve always felt like
highly of Frank
a valued customer.
Vindis, it is clear
to see that they
Frank always looked
a good
after me, and now the had
relationship in
centres look after me”
Sawston. Upon
asking what
attracted Phil
towards buying from Frank, he simply talked about
how well he got on with him and how he trusted
him. It’s clear that Frank was a respected man
in the community, and his legacy lived on not
only through the Vindis Group but in everyone he
came across.
Phil talked fondly of the Vindis family, and as he
paused to get lost in thought, he reminisced on
his memories of Gary and Nigel Vindis at an early
age. “I remember them both when they were this
high” he smiled as he gestured his hand out. “They
got involved in the business at a very early age,
I would go into the showroom and always see
them in there helping their father out. This family
approach warmed Phil to the company, and
49 years later, Phil is still a proud customer of the
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Throughout his time as a customer of the
Vindis Group, he has found his service to be
good. Talking of the company, Phil explained:
“They have done absolutely tremendous. From
a little garage in Sawston to where they are
now, they’ve still kept that family aspect. When
I saw Gary Vindis at the opening of Huntingdon
Volkswagen, he still had the same characteristics
that I knew in him when he was a little boy.” Phil
took a moment to ponder over his meeting with
Gary. “I’ve always felt like a valued customer.
Frank has always looked after us, and now, as the
company has expanded, the centres look after
me. I even treated myself to a retirement present
from Cambridge Audi – it was the most expensive
car I’ve ever bought but it was worth it.”
As Phil talked us through the vehicles he’s
owned, he explained how he used to enjoy
getting under the bonnet to fix his cars. “I used
to service my NSU. It was so easy to do it was
unbelievable.”
It seemed that in the 11 years of owning the NSU
(not to mention the 172,000 miles on the clock!),
it left an imprint on Mr Dimmock’s heart, just in the
way he made an impact on us that day we met
him at our dealership back in October 2013. He
talked of the people he met along the way, and
his experiences with the group. His enthusiastic
and passionate personality made us warm to him
right away.
At the Vindis Group, we pride ourselves in great
customer service, not only for that initial purchase,
but for the many years of future dealings too. We
like to make our customers feel special and valued.
Phil Dimmock is a very special customer of ours, he
knows our heritage, he’s experienced our story and
we are proud to say that we believe he may be
one of the very first people to have purchased a
vehicle from our founder Frank Vindis.
You can’t get much more genuine than
that, and all we can say is thank you to Phil, for
sharing his story, bringing a smile to our face
and reminding us exactly what Frank Vindis built
the company upon; core family values and a
professional but personal service.

How does it work?
From choosing your car to delivery, in six simple steps.

CHOOSE

Pick any new or used model from our stock, or bespoke build
a factory order. You can add all protection plans too.

PRICING

Unlock instant pricing for the best purchase terms
including finance options. You’ll receive a full deal sheet
outlining every aspect of your purchase, including finance
alternatives.

PART
EXCHANGE

If you have a part exchange, we’ll give you a
price for your vehicle within 3 business hours.

FINANCE
& DOCS

Complete a finance application and upload a copy of
your driver’s licence and proof of address.

FINAL
REVIEW

Review your personalised deal sheet, accept the offer
and you’re ready for your new car!

DELIVERY

Schedule a delivery or collect from our dealership. We’ll
take your part-exchange here too if you have one.
That’s it, you’re all done and can enjoy your vehicle!
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Where it all began...
1960

1963

1966

1968

1971

1972

1974

1981

1985

Frank Vindis opened his first Vindis business on
Sawston High Street.

BMC vehicles at Sawston
Construction of the first purpose-built car showroom at the
Sawston site to start selling BMC vehicles.

Franchise dealer
F Vindis & Sons Sawston becomes a franchised
NSU Motorenwerke dealer.

Welcome Gary
Gary Vindis joins the management team.

Audi at Sawston
Vindis start selling Audi NSU products from Sawston.

Nigel joins the team
Nigel Vindis joins Gary and Frank in the family business.

Sawston Volkswagen
Vindis starts selling Volkswagen (the old Sawston building is
demolished and a new showroom created).

The business grows
Vindis opens its second business on Station Road, St. Ives
at the old train repair yard.

Bedford Volkswagen
Vindis opens its third location - Bedford Volkswagen.

Milton Road
Vindis Group takes ownership of Birch’s
Volkswagen on Milton Road, Cambridge. You’ll
now find Volkswagen & ŠKODA Cambridge here.

Body shop

Vindis Group opened its first
dedicated Body Shop.

Cowley Road

Vindis Group buys Seargent ŠKODA on Cowley Road,
Cambridge, (now Auto Now Cambridge).

A big year

1991

St Ives relocates
St. Ives location moved from Station Road to Low Road.

The end of an era
Frank Vindis passes away at the age of 71.

Vindis Group
1994
12

Vindis Group is created and with the growth of the Audi Brand, the
building of Cambridge Audi becomes one of the first stand-alone UK
Audi Centres.

1999

2001

Vindis Group takes ownership of Northampton Audi.
Bedford Audi and Huntingdon Audi open, and
Head Office relocates to Huntingdon.

2003

Vindis Group Fleet

2005

Vindis Group Fleet is created.

Fakenham and TPS

Vindis Group takes ownership of Cookes of
Fakenham and opens TPS Cambridge.

Bentley Norwich

Vindis Group purchases Bentley Norwich,
and also starts its first mobile repair operation.

2007

2009

A very busy year

Vindis Group opens ŠKODA Bury St. Edmunds, takes ownership
of Peterborough Audi, builds and opens Northampton Van
Centre, and relocates Bentley from Norwich to Cambridge.

Adapt, change, grow

Nigel Vindis sadly passes away, Fleet relocate to the
Incubator, Alconbury, and Huntingdon Volkswagen opens.

Ducati joins the Group
Vindis Ducati Cambridge opens in Harston.

1989

1996

Still growing
Bentley Cambridge moves to its new location in Fenstanton,
and Vindis Group takes ownership of Milton Keynes SEAT.

Service Centre
Vindis Group opens Vindis Cambridge Service Centre.

2012

2013

2015

2016

2017

To be continued...
Vindis Group celebrates its 60th Anniversary, become the
first VWG group to sell vehicles online, and become the
newly appointed dealer for CUPRA in Milton Keynes.

2020
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Here’s to the future.

Volkswagen ID.BUZZ

From concept to production.
Is this the future of electric driving?

SEAT Minimo
Presented at the 2019 Mobile World Congress
this SEAT concept combines the comfort of
a car with the easy parking of a motorycle,
and aimed to reduce the vehicle footprint in
urban areas. What do you think?

Audi e-tron GT
This concept is expected to arrive as a
full production car in the not too distant
future. It’s the beauty and the beast,
thanks to stunning looks, 590 horsepower
and quattro all-wheel drive. There is
even a rumoured RS version!

What do you think to this next generation
microbus? It offers Transporter levels of
interor space, thanks to the electric drivetrain.
With a projected 600km range, and fully
automated driving mode, you’ll have to hold
on until 2022 for more details on the BUZZ!

ŠKODA VISION E
An electric concept which helped pave the
way for the upcoming ŠKODA Enyaq which will
arrive in 2021. This particular concept featured
counter-opening doors, four individual rotating
seats and autonomous driving.

Ducati DesertX
Volkswagen ID.R
OK, it’s not something you’ll be seeing in
your local Vindis Volkswagen showroom
but we had to include this fully electric
race car from Volkswagen. It makes an
impression, without making an impact.

Volkswagen ID.4
Leading the way with their electric
vehicles, this is the Volkswagen ID.4,
which is also set for production soon.
The space and power of an SUV, with
a range of battery options and even
a vast, tilting panoramic sunroof for full
view of the stars.
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This fun Scrambler concept was inspired
by the iconic models that competed
in the golden age of desert rally. It’s
designed for long trips with off-road
stretches and offers both a retro and
modern design.

Bentley EXP 100 GT
A stunning example of 100% electric, luxury
mobility, consider the premium electric car
benchmark well and truly set. This concept
offers a 100km predicted range and a fully
autonomous driving experience.
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Vindis Group is proud to be a Motability
provider, and have a wonderful product
range for those who qualify for the scheme.
Over the years we’ve helped countless
customers find their perfect car, and can
help with getting your car adapted to suit
your needs, whatever they may be.
We understand that getting the right vehicle
is important which is why we make sure that
our Motability specialists are specifically
trained to offer the absolute best service to
our Motability customers.

Motability
at Vindis

Customers eligible on the scheme can enjoy
a brand new car every three years, as part
of a worry-free package offering similar
cover to what you would expect from a full
comprehensive insurance policy. Regular
maintenance is all taken care of right here at
your local Vindis Group dealership and there’s
a 60,000 mile allowance over the three years of
ownership. As a Motability customer you’ll also
be covered by a dedicated RAC Motability
helpline, just in case.
To all of our Motability customers, thank you
for trusting us with this important decision. We
look forward to a positive 2021, and helping
you all get back out and about safely. For
more information on the Scheme, please
speak to your local Vindis dealership about
the service we can offer.

From sponsorships to launches,
and everything in between.
Amongst the day to day running of our businesses we still like to take time to
celebrate those special occasions, from dealership launches, exciting partnerships
and wonderful charity events. Let’s take a look at some of our favourite moments!

We celebrated
Bentley’s Centenery
in July 2019 with
Bentley Cambridge
customers, delicious
cake and some
fantastic heritage
vehicles! It was a
wonderful evening
celebrating the past
and future of this
iconic, British brand.

One of our many dealership
launches over the years. There’s
nothing we enjoy more than
inviting customers to enjoy the
latest showroom experience and
some great entertainment!

Here’s one from our 2014 Christmas
Roadshow, where we delivered
gifts to a number of children’s
charities in our areas. The children
and staff coloured in the festive
Vindis Van and wrote wonderful
positive messages to the other
charities. What a fantastic way to
spend the Christmas period!
This lovely line-up greeted our Fleet customers
as they joined us for our first ever Electric
Revolution event, designed to help businesses
make sound decisions when it comes to
moving over to an all electric fleet. With our
second event unfortunately on-hold in the
current climate, we can’t wait for round two
as we head into next year.

It was our pleasure to raise £52,000 over two
years to support Macmillan Cancer Support. The
money raised would support a Macmillan nurse
for a year, and both staff and customers got
involved to help us achieve our target. We’re
incredibly proud to help support this charity.
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Bedford Audi
Cambridge Audi
Huntingdon Audi
Northampton Audi
Peterborough Audi
Bedford Volkswagen
Cambridge Volkswagen
Cookes of Fakenham
Huntingdon Volkswagen
ŠKODA Bury St. Edmunds
ŠKODA Cambridge
Ducati Cambridge
Vindis Van Centre Huntingdon
Vindis Van Centre Northampton
Vindis Milton Keynes SEAT
Bentley Cambridge
Vindis Cambridge Service Centre
Bishops Stortford TPS Centre
Cambridge TPS Centre
Vindis Group Fleet

Thank you for being part of our journey

